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FINN VALLEY RIDING CLUB

(Affiliated to the British Horse Society)
www.finnvalleyridingclub.com
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FVRC website is a great source for up to date information, take a look 

www.finnvalleyridingclub.com
You can also find us on Facebook
Chairman 
James Smith 
j.smith.414@btinternet.com 

07979 537985

Secretary 
Barbara Smith 

john.j.s.smith@btinternet.com 

01728 685369

Training
We have been running some successful training sessions with Sharon Hunt at her yard near Stowmarket. Everyone who has attended has found these sessions useful. The next date for your diary in Sunday 7th February. Please let Barbara know if you are keen to take part. You can have a group, pairs or private lesson. 

We are also arranging a flat work clinic with Tammy Ruffles on Sunday 24th January at Easton Arabian Stud (near Easton Farm Park). Sessions are individual for 45 mins and are geared towards improving your dressage test riding. It will be held indoors on a wonderful surface in a very relaxed atmosphere.

It is suitable for all levels including children so whether you have never done a test before, you want to improve accuracy or practice some new movements within a test it will be suitable for you. If you would like to practice a particular test then please bring it with you. A 20 x 40 metre arena will be marked out with boards.

Open to non members. £40 for non members and £30 for members. Numbers will be limited so it will be on a first come first served basis. 

Please email Laura if you are interested at laurasmith1974@btinternet.com 

Club Kit

Club kit is available from our brochure. If you would like to order please email Cress at b_callman@hotmail.com
BBQ & Inflatable Fun

Thanks to everyone who came along to the BBQ. It was great to get everyone together without the horses and have laugh. I think the inflatables were a great hit! 

Lincoln Championships

The club had another successful National Championships at Lincoln on the 6th and 7th September. On Saturday it was the turn of the Senior Riders. With the Senior style team coming 7th and the Senior Open Area 14 team 2nd. Isabella Stagg won both her Dressage arenas! Rosie had a great day coming home with a handful of rosettes finishing 3rd in the Style and 4th in the Open SJ as an individual. Sunday was the turn of Junior riders with an Intermediate SJ Team, Novice Dressage Team and an Individual Style rider competing in their first ever Championships. Charlotte Long performed an exceptional test to come 2nd in her arena 79.58% (finishing 3rd overall!), with Lauren Hassan (66.75%), Shannon Curtis (63%) and Megan Hammond (60.4%). The Intermediate SJ team of Dulcie Wade, Megan Hammond, Charlotte Johnson and Charna Barrable finished a creditable 10th. Tabby Wade produced a good clear round in the style jumping but just missed out on a placing. Another successful weekend for the club! 
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My experience of the Nationals by Lauren Hassan

Going to nationals was a fantastic experience! I feel extremely lucky to have been a part of the team and be accompanied by so many friends and supporters! The dressage had a great atmosphere, I was first in the team, Shannon was next, then Megan and finally Charlotte. After we had all finished we stopped to have a team photo! Charlotte did extremely well, finishing second in her arena and third nationally! The whole weekend was a surreal experience and I only hope I will get the same opportunity again! 
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Blenheim Eventer Challenge

Well done the team of James Smith, Shirley and Isabella Stagg and Rosie Stevens for finishing 6th out of 42 teams in the Eventer Challenge. James and Rosie jumping clear and Isabella with just 4f. Big thanks to Shirley for helping out at the very last minute with just 8f. Well done Finn Valley.
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Awards Evening
Another successful year at Finn Valley meant that lots of new awards were giving out. Well done to everyone who competed over the season. Special congratulations to the winners.

Senior Points Winner - Julia Hicks

Runner up - Rosie Stevens

Senior Leading Rider - Joe Mace

Runner up - April Brown

Senior Leading Dressage Rider - Isabella Stagg 

Senior Leading SJ Rider - April Brown 

Junior Points Winner - Megan Hammond 

Runner up - Charna Barrable 

Junior Leading Rider - Charna Barrable 

Runner up - Megan Hammond 

Junior Leading Dressage Rider - Charlotte Long

Junior Leading SJ Rider - Megan Hammond
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Long Distance Ride

Another successful Long Distance Ride for Finn Valley RC today.   I have forgotten how many of these rides we have organised but each one seems to get better.    
We started off with about 35 riders who had pre-booked and then lots started to arrive during the morning and we finished up with 66 riders,   the best ever numbers. It was over 12 miles of lovely countryside round Rendelsham Forest marked out by James Smith who goes round on his bicycle with his can of marker spray.
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All came back and said what a lovely ride it was and looking forward to the next one in March. At the end of the ride they all had their cup of soup and a roll,  and also went home with a rosette. 

It was lovely to see so many Finn Valley members riding this time 11 in fact.   Thanks also to our helpers, Cress doing the checking out and in, Colin and Jacquie on one check point and Gordon wearing   his recently awarded Club Member hoodie, on another.   Also a big thank you to Anne Corke and Jackie Street for making lovely soup.

Hope to see you all back next year.

Report Barbara Smith
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Dates for your Diary
Sharon Hunt Training on 7th February 
Winter Dressage on Jan 9th/10th at Broads Equestrian Centre       

Winter SJ on February 14th at Topthorn  

Eventer Trial on April 17th at Poplar Park

Combined Training on April 24th at Thorn Court

Area Dressage on May 15th at Stratford Hills      

Area ODE on June 26th at Poplar Park          

Area SJ on July 24th Geldeston       
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