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FINN VALLEY RIDING CLUB

(Affiliated to the British Horse Society)
www.finnvalleyridingclub.com

Summer 2017 
  FVRC website is a great source for up to date information
www.finnvalleyridingclub.com
You can also find us on Facebook
Chairman 
James Smith 
jameswsmith1977@gmail.com
07778654541

Secretary 
Barbara Smith 

john.j.s.smith@btinternet.com 

01728 685369


Intermediate Winter Championships

We had two members competing at the Novice winter dressage champs; Rosie Stevens and Shannon Curtis. Both had a great time and finished just out of the placings with Rosie in 13th and Shannon in 10th.  Well done to both of them.

​
We then had several riders at the Intermediate winter champs. First to ride were Shirley Stagg and Charlotte Long. Shirley rode in the advanced medium and despite finishing out of the top ten was pleased with her test. Charlotte had a great day finishing 3rd in the Novice. Well done to both of them.

​
On the Saturday it was the turn of the SJ team. We were drawn early to go with Joe Mace being the first to go. A spooky and technical caused forced a few poles to fall but Finn Valley were all on great form and finished the first round on a zero score along with 4 other clubs. The second round was bigger and again Finn Valley stepped up and we tied on equal zero with Tendring RC. This meant a tense jump off and all having to jump again for the win. Sadly it wasn't meant to be and it was just one pole too many that fell meaning Finn Valley finished 2nd. James, Sarah and Pip had to jump again for the individual title but with tired horses the poles fell too! A great day again for the club. 

​
Lastly was Milly Butters riding in two dressage test on the Sunday. She had a fantastic time finishing 2nd and 4th. Well done to Milly! 
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Milly Butters          Shirley Stagg
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James, Pip, Sarah and Joe
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Charlotte Long
FOTH Championships

It was a long but worthwhile drive to Aston Le Walls for the FOTH Eventer Challenge. We had one senior 80 team of Joe Mace, Shirley Stagg and Julia Sheppard. Sadly Harriet Aitchison had to WD due to injury. So down to three riders the pressure was on. Joe and Willow was first up and jumped a fantastic clear. Shirley took it steady having picked up lots of time penalties at the qualifier finished on a fantastic score of 0.8 to come 4th in her section. Julia was last to go and also flew around to finish clear. After a long wait for results and scores (which needed correcting) we found out we had finished 2nd on exactly the same score as the winners but we had a slower SJ time! Disappointed to not have won we were chuffed to finish 2nd with just the 3 of us! 
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Shirley Stagg                      Julia Sheppard
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Joe, Julia and Shirley

Earlier in the day Joe Mace was also riding Smartie in the Senior 90 Eventer Challenge. Jumping a fantastic clear he finished 14th in his section on a score of 3.2.
On the Sunday Isabella Stagg was riding in the combined training.  She had a great day winning her arena! Well done Isabella! 

Area Dressage
The Area Dressage was run by Deben Riding Club at Stratford Hills on Sunday 14th May. Unfortunately we only had one junior Shannon Curtis who came 2nd in her Novice 34 test and 3rd in P18,   so a good day for her. 

The seniors we had three Prelim teams, yellow team coming 3rd,   pink team 8th and green team 9th. We had two Riding Test teams purple team coming 9th.    There were also individual placings for most riders. 

We had One Open Team and they came 3rd.  There were several individuals doing Novice tests with Isabella Stagg winning her Novice 34 and qualifying for the championships,   and Laura Smith coming 2nd riding Novice 27. 

Well done to all who took part, another good day for Finn Valley.
Area ODE
On Sunday 25th June we organised the Area qualifier One Day Event at Poplar Park.  Area 8 also joined us.  We knew it was going to be a long day as we were running over 200 horses. It was a lovely morning with the dressage starting at 8.30,   followed by show jumping at 9am and cross country at 10am.   

The 80cm riders were first to go we had two teams all doing good tests a few poles down in the show jumping and a few mishaps for some on the cross country course,  all had a good time and for Molly it was a first one day event so well done. There were some riders picking up time penalties and XC faults which meant the teams did not get placed.

We had two 80cm junior individuals Jasmine Hawkins and Shannon Curtis who came 5th and has qualified for the championships. Jasmine jumped a lovely clear in the XC but finished out of the placings. Next were the 90cm riders we had one team Joe Mace, Pip Davies, Charlotte Long and Jenny James all had good rounds and did good dressage tests and double clears finishing 2nd to High Fen and Jenny James 5th as an individual. We also has one Junior individual  Imogen Hughes and Natalie Flewitt was a individual for the seniors who both were unplaced but finished but finished with a good XC round.

​
Next were the 100cm riders we had a junior team Milly Butters, Dulcie Wade, Jasmine Slater and Francesca Aitchison they all did really well and came 1st so have qualified for the championships. Francesca was 3rd as an individual, Milly 4th and Jasmine 5th. Good luck to them all at Swalcliffe. 

 

Finally it was the turn of the 100+ we only had two riders in this James Smith and Isabella Stagg.  James did a solid dressage test and double clear with a couple of time faults XC but went on to win and finish on a score of 34.2.   Isabella did a lovely dressage test but unfortunately decided to retire after the show jumping.

The club would like to say a big thank you to the members who helped set up on the Saturday and clear away on Sunday plus all the help on the day and all our other helped either stewarding, jump judging, commentating, timing keeping and doing the scoring, without you we could not run this event.   

A big thank you also to Mike to organising the course and helping on the day, and finally thank you to Linda for being a great steward.

Area SJ 

The Area SJ was the last of the summer qualifiers again held at Geldeston Hall. It was great again to see so many members out representing the club. We had an array of teams from Novice to Open as well as several riding in the Style SJ this year. With the introduction to the new classes (70cm and 100cm) this year we had even more teams out representing the club. 

First up was the Senior 80cm teams. We had two teams entered but were sadly down to three in each team after one WD last minute and Harriet Aitchison's pony deciding she didn't want to jump! Shirley Stagg and Anne Corke jumped two fantastic clear rounds and after a speedy jump off finished in 1st and 2nd place with Shirley qualifying. The teams did a fantastic job finishing 2nd and 3rd. Shirley, Julia, Harriet and Emma Kelly coming 2nd and Jenny James, Anne Corke and Sarah Chaplin coming 3rd. Well done to all. 

​
In the adjacent ring were the senior 90cm team of Charlotte Long, Joe Mace, Jenny James and Shirley Stagg. Sadly Jenny and Charlotte WD in the 2nd round so with no team score it was up to Joe and Shirley. Sadly they both picked up 4f in the second round but Shirley was quicker so ended up 5th as an individual. 

​
​
The style SJ was running simultaneously in the other ring for the Juniors.  The Junior team of Shannon Curtis (3rd), Dulcie and Tabby Wade finished 5th. The senior team of Julia Sheppard, Becky de Bree, Luisa Edwardes and Shirley Stagg finished 5th with Luisa 4th as an individual.  The other team of Joe Mace, Emma Kelly, Anne Corke and Molly Appleby came 4th.  

Next up in the main ring was the Senior 70cm team. Despite a few poles falling everyone had a great time and Harriet's Suffolk punch jumped a fantastic clear in the 2nd round once she had worked out what to do! Well done to Becky de Bree, Luisa Edwardes, Molly Appleby and Harriet Aitchison' for finishing 3rd and Molly 6th as an individual.

​
Back in ring 2 was Shannon riding as an individual in the 80cm and had a great couple of rounds just rolling a pole in each round. Well done to her and good to see Twix back flying! The junior 90cm team of Dulcie and Tabby Wade with Jasmine and Amelia Slater did a great job and finished on 0 after round 1. Sadly the 2nd round didn't quite go to plan with a few steering issues on a new young horse for Jasmine and Tabby having an unlucky jump at the parallel it was down to Dulcie and Amelia in the jump off. Both sadly rolling a pole each in the jump off. Well done to them all finishing 4th overall. 

The Senior 100cm was next up late in the day. With poles flying from everyone we had no idea on team scores. After a change of rings after a nasty fall in ring 1 everyone jumped round 2 in a different ring.  The team of Pip Davis, Natalie Flewitt, Isabella Stagg, and Sarah Chaplin jumped fantastically under pressure and to everyone's surprise won! Pip coming 5th as an individual. Well done to them all and good luck at Lincoln! 

Last to jump was Rosie Stevens as an individual in the 110cm. Alwyn was flying and looked on top form finishing 2nd. Hopefully BRC may invite the team to the championships. 

Again it was another great day for Finn Valley with everyone coming home with handfuls of rosettes! Good luck to all those going to Lincoln! Thanks for all the support. 

Horse Trials Championships

These were held the weekend of the 4-6th August at Swalcliffe Park in Oxfordshire. 

​
We had one Junior Individual Shannon Curtis doing the 80c, Junior 100 team Milly Butters, Dulcie Wade, Jasmine Slater and Francesca Aitchison and James doing the 100+. We all travelled to Swalcliffe on the Thursday arriving late afternoon, sadly Milly and her mum broke down on the A14 so they didn’t arrive till early Friday morning.

​
Horses checked in and stabled then we set up camp, weather was kind to us although a little windy but managed to get gazebo up without too much trouble. Friday was the start of the competition with Shannon doing her dressage which was a lovely test, followed by show jumping where she picked up 4f. Later she went cross country where she did a lovely clear round.  She was a very happy when she found out she had come 5th. Well done Shannon! 

​
Early Friday the 100 team did their horse inspection where they all passed, followed by their dressage, all were pleased with their tests. James then did his horse inspection but his dressage was not till late in the afternoon scoring 38 penalties. That was the first day over they all then had to walk the course and the roads and tracks. Dinner was then served after the riders had been to the briefing, with a few drinks consumed by the supporters.

​
Saturday started with the 100 team doing their roads and tracks followed by the cross country, Milly and Francesca did lovely clear rounds, Jasmine unfortunately had a few problems and incurred 60 penalties while Dulcie did a lovely round only to find out at the end she had gone the wrong side of the flag on the first water and therefore was eliminated, such a shame and she was so disappointed because she was not allowed to do the show jumping phase on Sunday.

​
Later in the day it was the time for James to start his roads and tracks then onto the cross country, it was a big course with a few difficult combinations near to the end of the track but he went storming around the course and did a lovely clear round. End of another good day for Finn Valley. Sunday was a very early start for the 100 team with their vet inspections all going well and then onto the show jumping where they all went clear which put the team into 6th position, with Milly coming 3rd individually in section and 8th overall.

​
Next up was James, vet inspection all ok then we had to wait a while before his show jumping. When he entered the ring all went well to start but then a few poles rolled and he had 12 faults at the end which was a little disappointing for both but James thought it was a combination of him making mistakes and Jack feeling a little tired. At the end he came 11th so a great result. It was a great set of results, most of all lots of fun and experience gained. All riders and horses got back to Suffolk safely.
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James Smith
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Dulice Wade 
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Francesca Aitchison 

[image: image20.jpg]


   [image: image21.jpg]



   [image: image22.jpg]


    [image: image23.jpg]



Jas Slater
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Milly Butters
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Shannon Curtis 

National Championship at Lincoln

What a lovely weekend we had at the National Championships this year.  We weren't a large group, unlike Carleton who took up nearly half the lorry park, but we had a really enjoyable time!

Shirley Stagg had qualified for the 80cms show jumping and had an unlucky pole down in each round.  She also competed in the Veteran Horse dressage where she and Tia came 11th – she always comes 11th!!

Isabella Stagg had qualified along with Sarah Chaplin, Pip Davis and Francesca Aitchison for the 1m team show jumping.  It was extremely foggy first thing on Saturday morning and Pip had a fairly horrible drive up in the morning. The fog was so bad that a judge had to stand at the other side of the ring as some of the jumps could not be seen from the box!! Pip did very well with three clear rounds and finished 3rd overall.  The rest had a few mishaps along the way but the team finished 11th and all did really well as the courses were certainly up to Championship standard.

Isabella had also qualified for the Senior Novice 34 dressage and came a creditable 6th.

Rosie Stevens had qualified for the 1.10m show jumping and jumped a lovely clear in the second round but unfortunately Alwyn was unsettled by not being able to see in the fog and faulted in the first round.  Rosie was part of the Area 14 team and they came 4th.

Shannon Curtis was the only junior who qualified and she did extremely well by finishing 2nd in the Novice 34 dressage.  Another mounted presentation for Shannon – well done! 

The following day, Shirley, Rosie and Isabella went to Burghley and did the sponsored ride round the Burghley cross country course.  It wasn't the longest ride, but it was wonderful to actually ride round the course and get really close to the jumps – they were huge!!!  Lots of money was raised for World Horse Welfare and other charities.  

So, all in all a great weekend and thank you to Finn Valley for all their support.

Report by Lucy Stagg.   
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Blenheim Eventer Challenge
On Thursday 14th September we had a team of 4 travel to Blenheim for the 90cm Eventer Challenge. Sadly Milly was poorly so had to WD but luckily Amelia Slater stepped in. The girls had a great day, with Amelia, Dulcie Wade and Pip Davis jumping clear and Jenny James on 4f. The team finished a respectable 12th out of 40 teams!! Well done everyone! 
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Summer BBQ

It was a lovely start to the day for our Club BBQ but when we looked at what was forecast later it was not such a pretty picture,   rain, rain and more rain.    We decided to leave setting up the marquee till a bit later in the hope the weather may look brighter.  After a lot of phone calls James made the decision that we would go ahead so all systems go!!! 

Marquee up, BBQ in place, tables and chairs ready, then the arrival of the entertainment Pillow Bash, Jungle Bouncy Castle & Slide and Giant Connect 4 were all inflated and the sun was still shining. 

People started to arrive and the food was ready to cook by Chef Smith. We had 36 members and guests come including some little ones all said how good the food was finishing off with strawberries and cream. Thank you also Carole for bringing some lovely cakes. Sadly the rain did come but towards the end of the evening all had a good time and went home happy. 

Thanks to James for doing the cooking and for allowing us to hold it at his home. Hope we can repeat it again next year.
Dates 2018 (please take note!)





28 October – Intermediate Winter Dressage – Wix


18 November – Novice Winter Dressage – Broads EC


26 November 2017 – Novice Winter SJ - Wix


8 December 2017 – Christmas Meal


25 February 2018 – Intermediate Winter SJ – Topthorn


14-15 April 2018 – Novice Winter Champs, Arena UK


27-29 April 2018 – Intermediate Winter Champs, Bury Farm 


19-20 May 2018 FOTH Champs, Aston le Walls


8 April 2018 Combined Training at Anvil Stud


24 June 2018 Area ODE – Poplar 


3-5 August 2018 Horse Trials Champs, Swalcliffe Park


1-2 September 2018 – National Championships, Lincoln
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