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FINN VALLEY RIDING CLUB

(Affiliated to the British Horse Society)
www.finnvalleyridingclub.com

 Summer 2016 
  FVRC website is a great source for up to date information
www.finnvalleyridingclub.com
You can also find us on Facebook
Chairman 
James Smith 
jameswsmith1977@gmail.com
07778654541

Secretary 
Barbara Smith 

john.j.s.smith@btinternet.com 

01728 685369

Club Awards 2016

Club Member 2016 = Barbara Smith

Junior Points 2016 (all events/ socials/ training)

Winner = Shannon Curtis – 16 points

Runner Up = Lauren Hassan – 13 points

Junior Leading Rider 2016 (riding only)

Winner = Shannon Curtis – 13 points

Runner Up = Lauren Hassan – 9 points

Junior Dressage 2016 (Dressage only)

Winner = Lauren Hassan – 8 points

Junior Jumping 2016 (Jumping only)

Winner = Shannon Curtis – 9 points

Senior Points 2016 (all events/ socials/ training)

Winner = Isabella Stagg – 23 points

Runner Up = Joe Mace - 20 points

Senior Leading Rider 2016 (riding only)

Winner = Joe Mace – 20 points

Runner Up = Isabella Stagg – 19 points

Senior Dressage 2016 (Dressage only)

Winner = Isabella Stagg – 9 points

Senior Jumping 2016 (Jumping only)

Winner = Joe Mace – 16 points

Area ODE 
The Area ODE was again held at Poplar Park. First up were the 80, with the senior team winning. Jessica Mace coming 2nd, Shirley Stagg 3rd and Julia Hicks and myself finishing 5th in each arena. Some good rounds also by Jenny James, Kath McCabe and Harriet Aitchison. Anne Corke and Tracy Pattinson both as non-qualifiers and both going clear xc with Anne jumping clear SJ too.

Next were the junior 80. Sadly the team didn't get placed but a great double clear from Tabby Wade, Jas Slater just having a pole in the SJ. Amelia Slater and Charna Barrable jumping clear SJ but the XC didn't quiet go to plan. Jasmine Hawkins went as an individual and just had one stop XC on her new young pony. Well done to the Juniors. 

The 90 were next with the senior team of Ruth Everard, April Brown, Amy Curl and Joe Mace who finished 2nd just behind Carleton! Some great dressage scores but just a few too many penalties picked up on the XC.

The junior team were down to three in the 90 and came 2nd to Halesworth. Shannon Curtis jumping a double clear and Imogen Hughes and Dulcie Wade just picking up XC penalties. The Senior 100 just missed out again to Carleton coming 2nd. Isabella Stagg finished 4th, Emma Sayer just having a pole SJ and Jenny James and Natalie produced great dressage tests but both sadly having problems on the XC.

The Junior 100 had a great day with Jas Slater winning and Milly Butters 3rd. Milly qualifying for the champs. Last up were the 100+ with Isabella Stagg winning and April Brown 4th.

​
Another successful day for the club. Well done everyone. Thanks to Action Replay for the photos.
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Tabby Wade
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April Brown
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Charna Barrable                        Kath MCCabe
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Jenny James
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Dulcie Wade
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Jasmine Slater

Area SJ 

We had several riders representing the club at the Area SJ. First to go were the Juniors tackling the Novice course. Sadly, things didn’t go to plan for Amelia Slater, Charlotte Johnson and Charlotte Wood (who took on the ride of a different pony last minute) but Connor Slater and To the Max just picked up 4f in the second round, so well done them.  The Junior Intermediate team of Jasmine Slater, Shannon Curtis and Dulcie and Tabby Wade finished 2nd the Beccles and Bungay who had a great two round score finishing on zero.
In the Style SJ the tram finished 3rd with Connor Slater 5th, Dulcie Wade 8th, Tabby Wade 5th, Jasmine Slater 2nd and Shannon Curtis winning the 85cm. Well done to all of them. 
Then it was the turn of the Seniors. We had two 80cm teams entered. Shirley Stagg, Julia Hicks, Jess Mace and Joe Mace came 2nd with Joe 2nd individually. The other team of Kirsty Dawes, Jenny James, Diane Whayman and Kath McCabe didn’t complete as a team due to an elimination and one withdrawal in the second round. However, Jenny James finished 4th individually and Kirsty just picking up 4f in the second round. 

The senior Intermediate team of April Brown, Isabella Stagg, Jenny James and Emma Harwood finished 3rd overall behind High Fen who finished on an impressive 4f over two rounds. with Jenny coming 5th Individually. 
Lastly was the Senior Open team of Rosie Stevens, Isabella Stagg, Emma Sayer and April Brown. Sadly, April WD Bert so we were down to just three. Unfortunately, Emma’s horse was not feeling up to it and decided not to take part in the second round so it was down Rosie and Isabella who finished 1st and 3rd respectively. They will be heading to Lincoln as an Area 14 team so well done them. 

Isabella will be busy at Lincoln after also winning the Senior 85cm Style SJ. The team of Jess and Joe Mace, Kirsty and Isabella finishing 2nd To Beccles and Bungay. 

A very long and bus day but with lots of fun and success with some qualifications to the nationals so well done everyone! 
Hickstead

Report by Molly Appleby 
It was an early start to be on the road for 3am for the BRC team jumping championship at the Royal International Horse show. Finn Valley had 5 teams, but unfortunately one team had to withdraw. One member of the team had to jump 85cm, one 95cm and the final member 105cm.  
We arrived at 6.30am and after giving my horse, Nat, a quick spruce over we headed down to find the arena, if I hadn’t of found Shirley Stagg I think I would have got completely lost!! I warmed up and Nat felt good! Shirley Stagg finished her round and I was called to go in! I was so nervous, understatement of the year!!! Nat jumped the most fantastic clear for me in a decent time! It has got to be up there in my top experiences!   
It was a fantastic day had by all, Finn Valley team 2 came 12th, team 4 came 24th, team 1 came 30th and team 3 came 80th! Out of 120 Teams Finn Valley represented themselves well as always!!   
Horse Trials Championships 

We had a team of 3 doing the 80 Shirley, Julia and Jess. At the last moment we had a change of rider, Joe was to ride Willow. Isabella and Emma Sayer as part of the Area 14 100+ team. 
Millie Butters was an individual for the juniors doing the 100.  Friday morning the 80’s started with their dressage all did good tests then onto the show jumping where Julia and Shirley had clear rounds, Joe unfortunately had a couple of poles down. XC was in the afternoon first to go was Shirley who had a lovely clear round, Joe was not quite so lucky and had a couple of stops and finally Julia who also had an unfortunately 20 penalties.    The team enjoyed their day and Shirley secured 6th place.    
Saturday morning was the turn of the 100’s and 100+   both Isabella and Emma had good dressage with an unfortunate stop for both Emma and Isabella on the XC. The show jumping was on the Sunday with the Area 14 team coming 8th. Millie did a good dressage test but it was so unfortunate she sadly had a fall in the XC. Both rider and horse were fine but she decided to retire after her horse decided to run back to the start! 
It was a great weekend with lots of fun, and a good BBQ on the Friday night, thanks girls for all the cooking and for burning my table and grass in the process.
Rosie Ireland

The Area Open Show Jumping Team were invited to compete at the Irish Riding Clubs Festival at Stradbally Hall, Southern, Ireland in June.    Rosie Stevens on Alwyn were part of this team. 
They were the first British Riding Clubs team to challenge the Irish Clubs on their own soil and gave them a good run for their money.  All our horses jumped double clear rounds and were just beaten on time in the jump off so the British team finished an amazing second place. 
It was a great atmosphere with the Irish cheering us on just as much as their own teams.  We were awarded hugh crystal engraved vases, rugs and numnahs but the best part was meeting new friends and enjoying the Irish comaradary.    We laughed all weekend and had an amazing experience with our horses. 

 

Report from Rosie Stevens.
National Championships
Report by Lucy, Shirley and Isabella Stagg
The weekend of September 11th /12th was the BRC National Championships at Lincoln.  This is the final for the summer qualifiers of Show Jumping, Style Jumping, Dressage, Riding Test, Pairs and teams of 4 and 6 dressage.  Seniors are on the first day and juniors follow on the Sunday.
Isabella has been having a good season and qualified for two dressage tests, style jumping and joined the Area 14 team for the open show jumping.  They didn't make it easy for us up there as all classes, apart from the second round of show jumping were in the morning .  Not too bad, you may say, but add torrential rain all day and miles to walk between dressage and the jumping with 5 changes of tack, I was exhausted and soaked by 9.30am!! Isabella was alright as she had a horse to transport her and I don't know why she made such a fuss about soaking wet underwear!! I'm sure it can't have been that bad!  Holly was a superstar and just carried on doing what she does and even put up with Shirley following on her bicycle with all  Isabella's equipment. She got very wet as well!! 
Despite the weather, Isabella and Holly came 6th in the Elementary dressage, had time faults but a clear in the Style jumping, had a few poles in the open show jumping but her team, who were brilliant came a fantastic 3rd and then won her Novice dressage test.  Riding club then do this strange thing of adding all scores for the open dressage arenas together and then dividing to arrive at the overall champion which was Isabella and Holly.  We were extremely elated and forgot about our wet underwear until the end of prize giving!  We all were so chuffed and what made it really special is that everyone was so pleased for Isabella and congratulations came from near and far and particularly poignant when it came from members from other clubs.
As a club, we had a really good squad from Finn Valley both seniors and juniors .  The Mace family had a rough weekend with their lorry giving up the ghost on the way up to Lincoln on the Friday, but they managed to get to the showground and give very good performances. Luisa Edwards, Kirsty Dawes, Jackie Lambert and Rosie Stevens all travelled up on the Saturday. Rosie was a very strong contender in the Area 14 team Open show jumping and whilst the team came  3rd, Rosie was a brilliant 5th individually. Luisa had a great day coming 3rd in the Prelim. Test and 10th in the Riding test. Jackie Lambert also did well and came 7th in her arena in the Prelim. 
So a very good weekend for Finn Valley and we all had a great time despite the weather.  Best wishes to the Mace Family in their endeavours to sort out their transport.  I have to say that watching their lorry being manhandled on and off low loaders and then being carted off on Sunday caused quite an interest in the lorry park!!
The juniors had a better day on the Sunday with the weather. The riding test team came 9th out of 18, Lauren was 5th in her arena and 12th overall. Dulcie was 10th in her arena, and Shannon 8th. Dulcie came 6th in her dressage arena and Shannon 3rd, which meant she was in the official prize giving!
Well done to everyone!

Blenheim Eventer Trial

On Thursday 8th September for the third year running we had a team entered into the Riding Club Eventer Challenge at Blenheim Palace,   the team James Smith, Rosie Stevens, Emma Sayer and Jenny James.   The course proved quite hard this year and we sadly did not get placed but a great day was had by all.
Finally I would just like to say what a great year again it has been for Finn Valley with so many members representing the club at National Championships and I would like to say well done to everyone for taking part no matter what level you are at it has been so nice to see so many of you out there supporting the club.     I must also say a big thank you to Julia for doing most of the entries for me again this year and having the headache of making all the changes that sometimes need to be made.

Long Distance Ride 

It was a rather chilly and dull morning for our Long Distance Ride,    James marked the 12 mile route early in the morning and by 10am the first riders were ready for the off.      During the course of the morning more riders arrived and the last ones set off about 12 o’clock, in the end we had 52 riders 8 of which were members. 
We did have one little hiccup Daisy Kiddy, Lisa Kenyon and friend set off and they hadn’t gone very long when we got a call to say Daisy was in a bit of bother she was riding along the track and went on to what looked like wet grass and in a split second her pony was up to its chest in a bog.  Her pony is only 14h2 anything smaller would have disappeared.     No signs and no sign that it was boggy but since found out at least two others have had similar experience albeit not so deep.  James rushed to the scene with Amy, Daisy’s mum close behind and up to his waist in mud pulled them out.   Not a very nice experience but both pony, Daisy and James were fine apart from being a bit smelly.   Daisy did go home with a smile on her face. 
The other riders all said it was a lovely ride and enjoyed their hot soup and roll on their return and also going home with their rosette.     Nobody got lost this time and all look forward to the next ride in March. 
Thanks also go to Jacquie and Colin for doing the crossing point,   James for the marking of the route and saving Daisy and for all of the riders that turned up to take part in the ride. 
Hope to see you again at the next one.
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